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AMERICAN YOUTH SOCCER ORGANIZATION

REGION 113, KANEOHE
SECTION SPRING SEASON RULES & REGULATIONS
ABBREVIATIONS

RSC: Regional Spring Coordinator; SSC: Section Spring Coordinator; RC: Regional Commissioner; KBT: Kirk Banks Tournament; RBT: Hawaii Rainbow Tournament; MM: Mililani Makahiki; WWC: Windward Classic; AGC: (Region 113) Age Group Coordinator; BOD: (Regional) Board of Directors; RR: Regional Registrar; RUD: Regional Uniform Coordinator; RFC: Regional Field Coordinator; RCA: Regional Coach Administrator; RRA: Regional Referee Administrator; RTD: Regional Tournament Director

I. OVERVIEW

    The Spring Season (The Season) is a secondary program that allows Regional teams in Age-Groups 10U through 19U, in both genders, to travel and play against teams from other Regions in stratified levels.  The Season is to be coordinated and administered by the RSC or as designated by the RC.  The Season shall be managed under the same AYSO philosophies as the basic Fall season. 
  II. THE SEASON – Dec. 1 thru July 31
    The Season will be divided into two halves plus the tournament season.
A. First Half:  runs from December 1 through the conclusion of the KBT for 10U- and 12U boys and girls.
B. Second Half:  runs from March 1 to July 31.  Divisions 19U, 16U and 14U Boys and Girls play during this half,
          with a break in the schedule during the week of the KBT.

C.  The Tournament season runs through July 31st for all age groups. 

  III.  TEAMS

    A.  GOLD and SILVER LEVELS

        Two stratified levels are provided in both the Girls/Boys age-group.  Players are assigned to
        different levels of play.  For purposes of stratified play, the following standards should be used in forming the       
teams:

        1.  Gold Level:  Highly skilled players

        2.  Silver Level:  Developmental to highly skilled players

    B.  ALL TEAMS

        1.  Each participating 10U thru 19U age group are encouraged to promote as many players as possible for

            participation.  The number of teams formed may be limited by the number of qualified
            coaches and the amount of practice field space available.

        2.  Each Age Group/Gender shall have a maximum of one (1) Gold Level team.
        3.  All Gold Level teams are required to participate in The Season, which also includes
            to the WWC, KBT and the RBT.
        4.  There is no limitation on the number of Silver Level teams, except as specified in III.B.1 above.
        5.  All Silver Level teams are required to participate in The Season which also includes the MM.  All Silver Level teams should apply to participate in the KBT and RBT.  (See Sec. X, Tournaments).
    C.  ROSTER SIZE
        Roster size should be maximized as follows:  10U = 10, 12U = 12 etc.
 IV.  COACHES

The Head Coaches of all Spring Season teams shall be determined as specified below. (See Sec. V, Coach Voting
Procedure).  The RSC and/or the 10U thru 19U Age Group Coordinators (AGCs) shall notify all regular Fall season
Head and Assistant coaches of the coach selection process prior to the conclusion of the regular Fall
Season.  They are to provide all interested coaches with every opportunity, within these rules, to participate in all
areas of the selection process.  Applicants interested in coaching during the Season must complete and submit an
“Application to Coach” no later than the deadline indicated on the application.
    A.  Eligibility and Qualifications

        1.  All applicants should have experience as either a head or assistant coach.
        2.   Head/Assistant Coaches must be registered AYSO volunteers for the current season, all required
             certification, and must be trained and certified through the AYSO Coaching Program for the age-group for 
which they are applying. 
    B.  Responsibilities

        1.  Games and Practices

            a.  The Head or Assistant coach or a currently registered, Safe Haven certified volunteer must be present at all

               AYSO sanctioned team functions, practice sessions, scrimmages and games. Players shall not be left 
               unattended before, during or after team functions, without a currently registered, Safe Haven volunteer

                present. 
b. All coaches must be in possession of a completed Spring Registration Form for each player
   at all team sanctioned functions.  The form shall be signed and dated by a parent/legal guardian.

            c.  Coaches are not allowed to smoke, consume alcoholic beverages or be under the influence of any illegal

                substance while on the field during practices, scrimmages or games.

            e.  During games, coaches may not enter the field of play unless beckoned or authorized by a game official.

            f.  During games, coaches are responsible for the conduct of his or her team’s players, parents and
                supporters.

            g.  Coaching from the technical area during games shall be limited to positive coaching by the Head or

                Assistant Coaches only.

            h.  Coaches are required to strictly adhere to all Section 7 Spring Season Guidelines.

        2.  Field Preparation

            a.  All coaches and teams are required to help prepare their respective divisional fields for all scheduled

                regular games.

V.  COACH VOTING PROCEDURE
A. Coaches are advised that solicitation of votes prior to the actual voting is prohibited and will result in their disqualification to participate in The Season.  Disciplinary action may also be taken by the Region, as determined by the BOD.
    B.  Voting for each gender will be conducted separately.

    C.  The Voting Pool
        1.  With the approval of the RSC and RC, the voting pool (The Pool) for each Age Group/Gender/Level shall    
consist of all registered coaches (one per team) from the previous regular Fall season in the respective 
Division/Gender being voted upon.
        2.  Only members of The Pool present during voting will be allowed to participate. There will be no proxy voting.

        3.  In the event there are fewer than three members of The Pool present during voting, there shall be a minimum
           of three additional individuals added to the Pool to assure an odd number of eligible Voting Pool members.
           These additional individuals shall be approved by the RSC and RC.
        4.  All members of the Voting Pool shall review a copy of each candidate’s “Application to Coach” prior to voting.

        5.  Prior to voting, clarification of an applicant’s coaching qualifications and/or coaching philosophies may be
            given further consideration by:

             a.  additional questions for the applicant by any individual present within the pool during that session.
             b.  additional comments regarding a candidate’s coaching qualifications and/or coaching philosophies may be

                 shared by any individual present during that session.

             c.  Applicants shall be given every opportunity to respond to any questions and/or comments.

             d.  Once voting has concluded, no additional questions, comments and/or responses may be presented.

    D.  All voting shall be done by secret ballot.

    E.  Voting in each Age Group will be done in rounds, with the first round for the Gold Level coach.  
    F.  Selection of the Gold Level coach 
        1.  In the event there are no applicants for the Gold Level team in an Age Group/Gender, all applicants for the 
Silver Level will become eligible for the Gold Level position.  A decision must be made at this time.
            Voting for the Gold Level coach will then proceed. 

        2.  In the event there is only one applicant for the Gold Level team in each Age Group/Gender, an affirmative vote
            will be taken.  

            a.  In the event affirmation cannot be obtained, all applicants for the Silver Level will be given the opportunity to
                be included in a second round of voting for the Gold Level position.  The candidate not receiving affirmation
                shall again be allowed to be included as a candidate.
        3.  In the event there is no affirmation for any coaching position, there will be no team. 
        4.  In the event there is more than one candidate for the Gold level team in any gender/Division, candidates
            receiving a lower number of votes will be given the option to apply for a Silver Level position.
    G.  Once the Gold Level selection has been affirmed, the Silver level voting may commence.

        1.  In the event there are no applicants for any Silver Level team(s) in an Age Group/Gender, there will be no   

             team. 
        2.  In the event there is only one applicant for any Silver Level team(s) in an Age Group/Gender, an affirmation 
vote will be taken.  
        3.  In the event there is more than one Silver Level coach selected during Silver Level voting in an Age 
Group/Gender, the process for designating the teams numerically shall be as follows:

              Following the vote, the applicant with the highest number of votes will be designated head coach of 

              “Silver 1”.  The applicant with the second highest number of votes shall be given the option to

              accept, the head coaching position for “Silver 2”, or to withdraw from further

              consideration.  The applicant receiving the third highest number of votes will be given the option to accept,

              the head coaching position for “Silver 3”, or to withdraw from further

              consideration.  Etc.  
 
H. In the event a selected head coach withdraws or is disqualified following the coach
     selection process, but prior to any players within that Level being contacted, the applicant receiving the next
     highest number of votes shall be given the option to accept or decline the head coaching position for the 
Gold/Silver Level team.  

    I. In the event a selected head coach withdraws following the coach selection process and has already contacted        eligible player(s) within that Level (not including their own child), a new coach selection process shall commence.
VI.  PLAYERS

    All Fall Season AGC’s should submit a list of players from their age group who have NOT actively participated in at least 50% of scheduled games, making them ineligible to participate in the Spring Season. This list will be used to assist the Region in determining the number of potential Spring Season teams in each Level and to give the selected coaches assistance in the placement of players.

    A.  Eligibility

        1.  Players must be registered within the Region during
            the Fall Season and must have actively participated in at least 50% of scheduled Fall Season games
        2.  Players shall not “play up” and must compete in the Age Group in which they participated during the previous
            Fall season, unless a team cannot be formed in that age group.

        3.  With the approval of the RC, exceptions may be granted to players who were unable to participate in the
             Fall season due to the following reasons:

            a.  Illness or injury

            b.  Change in residence or Region, or military transfer
            c.  Participation in a school-related activity which conflicts with the player playing in 50% of the scheduled Fall 
Season games.
            d.  Inability of the Region to accommodate that player during the previous Fall season (i.e. wait list)


e.  parental custodial rights

        4.  A list of eligible players exempt from participating in the previous Fall season due to any of the reasons stated

            above must be made available to the Region prior to the start of Player Placement.  Once Player Placement
            has commenced, no players may be added to the list of eligible players, with the following exceptions and

            approval of the RC.
       5.  IN THE EVENT A CONTACTED PLAYER REJECTS AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN, OR

            WITHDRAWS FROM, THE CURRENT SPRING SEASON, THAT PLAYER SHALL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO
            PARTICIPATE ON ANY SUBSEQUENT OR REMAINING SPRING SEASON TEAM(S) UNTIL THE LIST OF

            ALL REMAINING ELIGIBLE PLAYERS HAS BEEN EXHAUSTED, AND WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE RC.
B.  Player Placement

    NOTE.  Coaches are reminded that players should commit to participating during the entire Spring Season.  
Participation in other activities such as other soccer leagues, baseball playoffs, testing for schools, etc. does
    not preclude them from participating. The loss of players due to injuries or activities shall not be grounds for   adding of players to rosters once the Season has commenced, without the approval of the RC.
    Coaches are thus encouraged to assess a player’s level of commitment prior to selection.     
        1.  Selected coaches are advised that recruiting of players prior to the beginning of their assigned time period is

            Prohibited and will result in immediate removal from the spring program.
        2.  The RSC shall provide all selected coaches (commencing with the Gold Level coach) with The List. The List

           shall include means for recording contact dates and player responses. Coaches shall be required to complete

           these items for each player contacted. Failure by coaches to record contact dates and player responses shall
          be grounds for removal from the Spring Program. Furthermore, the RSC reserves the
          right to confirm all recorded contact dates and/or player responses with any player and/or player’s parent.

        3.  Gold Level Player Placement:

            a.  The Player Placement process will be conducted over a specific period of time, to be determined by the
                RSC, within a reasonable time following the final results for Coach Selection. The Player Placement process
                shall follow as closely as possible the following timeline and guidelines:

                1.  The List of eligible players will be given to the selected Gold Level coach by the RSC.
                2.  The Gold Level coach shall have seven (7) calendar days in which to contact and receive a
                    player’s verbal commitment.  
                3.  It is the responsibility of the coach to return The List to the RSC at or prior to the conclusion of their
                    respective seven-day period, regardless of whether or not there are any subsequent coaches waiting.
            c.  In the event a player declines an invitation to participate, and the coach’s seven-day period has expired or
                The List has been returned to the RSC, that player shall be removed from The List and shall not
                be eligible to participate in the Season on any subsequent or remaining team(s).  See VI,A,5.
            d.  In the event a player declines an invitation to participate and then changes his or her mind within a coach’s
                seven-day period, the player may only be reconsidered if the coach has not yet contacted the maximum 
                number of players allowed on his or her roster. The coach will not be allowed to remove any verbally
                committed player(s) from his or her list of contacted players to accommodate the player who has changed
                his or her mind.           
           e.  Once the Silver Level player placement process has commenced, the Gold Level coach shall not be
                allowed to solicit any remaining eligible players until the last Silver team roster has been confirmed by the
                RSC.
       4.  Silver Level Player Placement:

             a. Once the Gold Level roster has been finalized, the Silver Level player placement process may commence.
             b.  A meeting date and time no later than seven days from the finalization of the Gold Level roster shall be

                scheduled by the RSC for the Silver Level teams in both genders. If feasible, the meeting shall be
                attended by 1) the respective AGC and 2) all selected Silver Level coaches in both genders.

  5.  Replacement Players for Tournaments

            a.  In the event a player is unable to participate during any required tournament, replacement player(s) shall be

                 selected from the original List of eligible Fall season players only.

b. Players who originally declined an invitation (or withdrew) to participate shall not be eligible for selection.

c. Players selected as replacements shall be required to submit the Spring season fee(s) charged to their respective age group in addition to any tournament participation fee(s).

VII.  UNIFORMS

    The Region shall provide a uniform (numbered jersey, shorts and socks) for each player which must be used for

          games.

    A.  Uniforms

        1.  Only uniforms provided by the Region will be authorized for use during the Season, including any sanctioned

            tournament(s).  No part, style or color of the uniform may be modified.

        2.  Coaches are responsible for providing the Regional Uniform Director (RUD) with the correct sizes of the

           players as soon as possible after the teams are formed.  The RUD has the option to set a deadline date for the

           submission of uniform sizes.

        3.  Refer to the current Section Spring Guideline for any additional uniform guidelines (i.e. sliding shorts and/or
           undershirts, etc.)
    B.  Equipment

        1.  Shin guards are mandatory for all practices and games. In either activity, a player will not be allowed to

           participate without shin guards.

        2.  Shoes must be worn by all players to all practices and games.

        3.  Any additional equipment guidelines (i.e. sports glasses, knee pads, etc.) are set by the Section Spring Rules
            and Regulations.

        4.  Corrective Lenses:  If a player needs to use glasses in order to participate in practices or games, it is highly
            recommended that “sport” or “athletic” type glasses be worn.

VIII.  PRACTICES AND GAMES 

    A.  Fields

        1.  The Spring Season involves inter-Regional play. As a participating Region we may be required to host a
            specific number of inter-Regional games.  All teams shall be responsible for field preparation in accordance

            with the Spring Season schedule.

            a.  Divisional practice and game field assignments, arrangement for keys, permits, etc. shall be coordinated
                by the Regional Field Coordinator (RFC).
    B.  Practices and Scrimmages
        1.  Practice or scrimmage sessions shall not commence prior to December 1 for 10U and 12U Divisions; and

              prior to March 1 for 14U thru 19U.
        2. All Regional Spring season teams must coordinate all practice and scrimmage field assignments with the

           RSC/RFC. Any changes to practice times and days must be cleared with the RSC in advance,

        3. All coaches must be in possession of the “Player Registration Form” for each of his or her players, signed 

           Dated by a parent/legal guardian, prior to holding any practice or scrimmage sessions (s).  
        4. Only those fields and locations approved by the RFC shall be used for practices and scrimmages. 
        5. The maximum number of AYSO related activities (i.e. practice, scrimmage, game) per seven calendar days                                                                                                                                                                                                           
            shall not exceed three, except during tournaments.

        6. Scrimmages with non-AYSO teams are prohibited.
    C.  Games

        1.  The game schedule shall be coordinated by the Section Spring Division Director, as assigned by the Section.

        2.  All of the current laws of FIFA shall be followed, except as may be modified by the Section Spring Season
            rules.

IX.  REFEREES

    A.  Referee Teams

        Each team must provide a referee team for all assigned games consisting of a qualified center referee and two

        qualified assistant referees.

        1.  With the approval of the RRA, only qualified referees shall officiate during assigned games.  The minimum
            recommended certification level of the Center referee corresponding to the Division he or she will be officiating

            is as follows: 10U, Basic or Regional; 12U, Intermediate or Area;14U and 16U, Advanced or Section; 19U,

            National, National1 or National 2.
        2.  Names, addresses, phone numbers and current certification levels of all referees participating in The Season
            shall be submitted to the RSC.  The RSC shall forward the list to the RC, RRA and RTD.

        3.  If in doubt, teams are strongly recommended to seek qualified referees from within the Region to officiate

           games corresponding to their respective Divisions.
X.  TOURNAMENTS

    A.  The Regional Tournament Director (RTD) or Regional Commissioner (RC) shall coordinate and administer all
        Regional team participation in all sanctioned tournaments.

        1.  The RTD or RC shall represent the Region at all scheduled tournament meetings as required.
        2.. The RTD or RC, the RSC and Regional Treasurer shall:

            a.  Check and approve team rosters prior to submission to the respective tournaments.

            b.  Collect tournament fees from participating teams and assure the timely payment of tournament fees to the
                respective tournaments.

            c.  Collect referee deposits from participating teams for submission to the respective tournaments, and

                disburse same following the conclusion of tournament, in accordance with the respective tournament rules.
        3.  Coaches are:

            a.  Required to be present and to participate in all sanctioned AYSO tournament(s), meetings, and all related
               activities & functions, as required by the respective tournament rules and/or regulations.  Failure to fulfill 
these and other obligations as required may result in disqualification from coaching in the Region
                during the following Fall or Spring Season and/or possible sanctions imposed during the current Spring
                Season.

            b.   Responsible to the Region for all necessary tournament fees, referee and field maintenance deposits.  All fees and deposits shall be submitted as determined by the RSC/RC by
                personal or corporate check(s) only (no cash) in the exact amount and shall be written to “AYSO Region
                113”.
       4.  Failure of teams to fulfill tournament referee assignments will result in the tournament withholding a portion or all of the referee deposit.
    B.  Sanctioned Tournaments

        A sanctioned tournament is an AYSO tournament in which the Regional Board authorizes a team to participate

        in.  Proper authorization is required to assure the participating teams are covered under the AYSO ARP

        (insurance) program.

1. Island’s Best: Open to all Section 7 Girls and Boys Spring Gold/Silver Level teams in 10U ,12U and 14U
    during the month of December.

       2..  Kirk Banks Tournament:  Open to all AYSO Girls and Boys Spring season teams on a space available basis in
              10U thru 19U.  
       3.  Hawaii Rainbow Tournament:   Open to all AYSO Girls and Boys Spring season teams on a
             space available basis in 10U thru 19U. during the Fourth of July weekend.      
       4.  Neighbor Island Tournaments:   Invitations to most neighbor-island tournaments are usually extended to all 
Regions in Section 7 by their respective tournament committees or on the AYSO web site (www.ayso.org).
        5. Other Sanctioned Tournaments

            All teams considering participation in any Sanctioned tournaments outside of the Section shall be responsible
            for confirming their authorized participation in said tournament(s)

            a.  All participating Regional teams are required to file a travel form with the CVPA, RR and RC.

            b.  All participating Regional teams are covered under the AYSO ARP insurance policy, provided the travel     

                 forms are submitted prior to travel.

            c.  Teams may be required to have their rosters signed by the RC.

    C.  Non-AYSO Tournaments

           1.  All requirements pertaining to participation in these tournaments (tournament fees, referee deposits, etc.)
                are the responsibility of the individual teams. D.  Sponsored Tournaments (AYSO National Games)
      D.  Sponsored Tournaments (AYSO National Games)
        A Sponsored tournament is a tournament in which the Region will partially underwrite the tournament fees for a

        participating team.

XI.  OTHER
    A.  Any further clarification of these Guidelines shall be directed to the RSC and RC.  Any final interpretation or modifications to these Guidelines shall be made with the concurrence of the RC.

